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Restoration of single species of plants and animals is becoming more frequent around the world. Conservation practice aims to restore communities to their former level of diversity.
Conservation planning seeks to identify such diverse communities and protect them. As this form of ecological management is increasingly common, it is a priority for the Scientists to
develop guidelines so that re-introductions are both justifiable and likely to succeed, and that the conservation world can learn from each initiative, whether successful or not (IUCN-RSG).

Under the Crocodile Project, captive reared crocodiles have been
both reintroduced in areas where they had been extirpated locally
and also used for supplementation of relict populations. The
supplementation exercise for crocodiles has been most successful
in India. In addition many State Governments have initiated special
Endangered species projects in several protected areas.
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Crocodile reintroduction in different protected water bodies since 1981
Proposed Lion reintroduction in Kuno Wildlife Sanctuary (1995-2015)

Proposed Lion Reintroduction Programme
Considering the rich floral and faunal diversity of the Kuno Forest area
the Government of Madhya Pradesh declared the 344.68 sq. km.
area, bifurcated by the Kuno River, as a Wildlife Sanctuary for
reintroduction of Asiatic Lion. Actions are being taken including
rehabilitation of villages from the forests, and habitat management
for introduction of Lions from Gujarat state. There are in all 24 villages
situated within the Sanctuary inhabited mostly by Saharia tribes.

Indian Crocodile Project

Crocodile Success story

F Highest protection to all three species of crocodiles
(Schedule I) under the Wildlife Protection Act,1972
Rehabilitation of crocodiles through the Government of
India/FAO/UNDP Project with the rehabilitation of several
thousand crocodiles into viable habitats
Protection of India’s crocodilians in nature with the
establishment of 13 sanctuaries totaling over 8000
square kilometers
Collection of crocodile eggs from nature and rear the
hatchlings to a size appropriate for re-introduction in
rehabilitation centers.
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“Most successful Crocodile conservation project in India”
- Encyclopedia Britannica, 1990
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Today’s Situation
Information accumulating through last few years has raised the
possibility that the gharial population in the National Chambal
Sanctuary, India, may be in the process of a catastrophic decline.

Chambal Gharial
Monitoring of released gharial is being carried out in the sanctuary
including annual surveys for population counts and identification of
new nesting sites. Recent surveys revealed more than 850 gharial
and around 85 wild laid nests .

Research for Crocodile Conservation
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Gharial need to be reintroduced into appropriate, protected parts of
the Brahmaputra river system
The Mahanadi River and its tributaries need to be re-assessed for
gharial rehabilitation
Need to setup Nuisance Crocodile Management team that can also
undertake Crocodile Public Relations Crocodile based tourism and
public education
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Rehabilitation of Gharial has been taken up in the National Chambal
Sanctuary from 1978. Around 4000 captive reared gharial have
been released in the Chambal River by Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh Forest Departments. To avoid any possible migration of
gharial to outside the Sanctuary area, most of the releases were
done in the up-stream of the Chambal River near Pali, Baroli and
Rameswar ghat where river Banas joins Chambal River. Captive
reared muggers were also released in the Chambal River. In
addition to release of crocodiles in the Chambal River captive reared
gharial have also been released in Ken and Son Gharial Sanctuaries
of Madhya Pradesh. In addition to crocodiles, turtles, dolphins,
otters and migratory birds also received protection in the Sanctuary.

Number of Gharials released in different Rivers in India 1978-2007

5353Total

30West BengalGorumara14

60Uttar PradeshKaurdiala river13

34Uttar PradeshDudwa river12

79Madhya PradeshKen river11

263Uttar PradeshSon river10

10Uttar PradeshRapti river9

55Uttar PradeshBetwa river8

225Uttar PradeshGanges rive7

288Uttar PradeshGhagra river6

609OrissaMahanadi river5

240Uttar PradeshSharada river4

909Uttar PradeshGirwa river3

257UttaranchalRamganga river2

3904Uttar Pradesh, Madhya PradeshChambal river1

Number of
gharials
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gharials
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8659411834110418820465TOTAL

10828205334038Chakarnagar –
Pachnada

26.02.07

26820541073054335Barhi – Chakarnagar26.02.07

1781412883032240Ater - Barhi25.02.07

1914724135Usedghat- Ater24.02.07

1945622019Holapura - Usedghat23.02.07

137141763931359Rajghat - Holapura23.02.07

689414632330Sareseni - Rajghat9.02.07

5-1--2242Batesura - Sarseni8.02.07

1621-38222Atar - Batesura7.02.07

122-324122Nitinwas - Atar6.02.07

12----10220Chenpur – Nitinwas5.02.07

19---172-37Rameshwar -
Chenpur

4.02.07

4----3146Khatoli -
Rameshwar

3.02.07

0------20Kuhajapur – Khatoli2.2.07

FemaleMale
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Gharial Population in the National Chambal Sanctuary
including released Gharial
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